235th Celebration of the Signing of the Declaration of Independence

Monday, July 4th 2011 Ringwood Manor, Ringwood State Park 

Schedule of Events (Tentative)

10am-1pm 
Tours of Ringwood Manor available to the public (no charge)

12pm-1:30pm
Reenactors and volunteers (those who have not camped overnight) arrive and setup for event. 

- Lunch, snacks, drinks available for participants

1pm-4pm 
Market/Town Green Atmosphere
· Suttlers/craftspeople/displays/demonstrations 

· Reenactors milling around, interacting with the public, displays & demonstrations

· Colonial games/activities available for children

· Sign their own Declaration of Independence with quill pen & ink.

· Game of Graces, bilbo catcher, ball and cup, hoop & stick races, etc.

· Wooden muskets for drilling

-Watermelon available to the public (free)

2pm

Event Opens

· Welcome & Greeting

· Explanation of the series of events being reenacted

· Series of events that took place over three years: establishment of Erskine’s militia, Declaration of Independence, new flag. 

·  Historical background on events leading towards war & Declaration of Independence

2:15pm 
Militia Muster & Public Debate between Rebels & Loyalists


· Militia leader addresses crowd, debate ensues between members of the “crowd” (reenactors portraying both sides of the argument trying to get the crowd involved)

· Militia leader asks volunteers to sign up for militia duty. Both dressed reenactors and visiting public will be invited to sign up.

· Drilling of the militia occurs. 

2:30pm 
Delivery of the Declaration of Independence to the House

· Horse will ride up to the front of the manor House (area to be roped off from public) to deliver the news from Philadelphia. Reader will address public as to what the news is.

· Dramatic reading of the Declaration of Independence. Public and reenactors encouraged to cheer & jeer during reading

3:00pm 
Flag Ceremony & Salute to New Nation

· Replacement of Grand Union Flag with the Betsy Ross Flag (narrator to explain to public what is taking place)

· Ceremonial musket volley and (hopefully) cannon fire
3:10pm 
Ringing of the Manor Bell Thirteen Times

3:20pm

Blacksmith Demonstrations for the public 

· Blacksmith shop open to public all day

3:20pm 
General Activities Resume.



-     Colonial Dancing 

· Continuation of market/town green activities listed above. Food available for participants
